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Alumni

A Word from VIP Alumni
Julie Burke
VIP Program Assistant 
    One of the common phrases you hear 
when discussing the VIP Program is gain-
ing ‘career-related experience.’ I found 
this intriguing and here is what some of 
our VIP alumni have to say about how their 
experience with VIP has had an impact on 
their careers. Here’s some of 
their stories. And who knows, 
maybe one day you’ll have a 
similar story to share.

Amy Sohn
Previously an English Conversation Leader,
now an ESL Teacher in Korea
     “During the summer after my third year at Western, I was an 
English Conversation Group Leader. I enjoyed my experience a lot 
as I met great volunteers and the people in my group were awe-
some.  Even better, is that I saw firsthand how the VIP Program is 
truly beneficial to everybody who participates in it. This year I’m 
continuing along the same line of work as an ESL teacher for middle 
school kids in Suwon city, South Korea. I’m having a great time 
meeting new people, travelling through Asia and interacting with the 
kids. I appreciate my time with the VIP Program since it gave me a 
little taste of what it is like to be an ESL teacher.  Thanks!”

Jennifer Schwass
Previously an English Conversation Leader,  and Information Assistant; now a Law Student
     “While I was a VIP, I worked for one year as an Information Assistant for the Student Development Centre, then 
for another year as an English Conversation Circle Leader for international students.  It was an amazing experi-
ence and I still talk to some of my conversation circle friends.  In fact, we had a “show and tell” with objects from 
our home countries in the English Conversation Circle and one of my “students” brought in a picture of a panda from 
China as a gift for me, and it’s currently hanging on the wall in my apartment as I write this.  It was one of the most 
memorable experiences I had at Western.
     When I graduated from Western in 2006, I moved to Toronto to attend Osgoode Hall Law School.  While 
at law school, I’ve worked in a student-run legal aid clinic providing free legal representation to low-income in-
dividuals in Toronto.  This is my final year of law school, and then I’ll be moving to Orangeville to article with an 
internationally-recognized law firm that specializes in charities and not-for-profit law.  The firm is very committed to 
community work and pro bono legal representation (in Canada and internationally), so I hope to continue my love 
of volunteerism that I learned from being a VIP.
     I’d love to thank all the VIP directors, organizers, and volunteers for their dedication and commitment to the VIP 
Program at Western.  My undergrad wouldn’t have been the same without it!”

Payam Ashoori
Previously an English Conversation Leader and Learning Skills Assistant, now a Queen’s Medical Student
     “During my time with VIP, I was honoured to have the positions of English Conversation Leader and Learning Skills 
Assistant.  These experiences were among some of the best I've had at Western, offering excellent opportunities to 
reach out and help others while working alongside wonderful people.”  

For more from Alumni visit our website at www.sdc.uwo.ca/vip and click on 
‘Oh the Places You will Go’
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