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As discussed in the “Academic Writing - Overview” presentation, the organization of ideas is only one component of effective writing, but it is something that a writer must consider early in the
writing process.



Essay Organization

“ Present your ideas in a logical (not
chronological) order

< Essential at the macro (paper) and micro
(paragraph) levels

Content must be presented in a way that allows the reader to understand



Critical Essay
Organization

“ Intro-Body-Conclusion

“ Usually, roughly 10-80-10 word distribution

The standard essay format starts with an introduction, moves on to the body and finishes with the conclusion. Roughly 10, 80 and 10 percent of the words in a text should be in each section
respectively. There is some wiggle room, but if you find yourself writing a two-page introduction for an eight-page paper, you should probably re-examine your intro.



Introduction

General

“ Introduce the topic

“ Narrow the focus using key referenc

* Make a clear thesis statement

Specific

One structure for the introduction is this inverted pyramid structure. Here, the writer starts by introducing the topic and then narrowing the focus using key references. From here, you should
make a clear thesis statement and preview the general structure of your paper (with a ‘roadmap’ or ‘blueprint’ section). Other people forgo the introductory bit and launch into their thesis
statement.



Thesis Statements

< The most important part of an essay
< Thesis = Argument
“* More than just the topic

“ More than just your position

is statement is the most important part of an essay, because it is the argument around which all the content of the essay is centred. It is more than just the topic and your opinion.



Thesis Example

“ WEAK: Freud’s concept of the structural model
of the psyche is misguided.

<« BETTER: Freud’s concept of the structural
model of the psyche is more popular with the
general public than with medical professionals.

The weak thesis is merely a statement of an opinion. The better thesis develops the topic by giving a specific argument that will be argued throughout the essay.



Body

“ All content should come back to the thesis
“ Follow a logical order (A-B, B-C, C-D)
“ Many possible structures:

< Compare-contrast

< Chronological

Within the body, each section and paragraph is merely supporting the thesis statement made in the introduction. The ideas should be arranged in an order that allows the reader to see the
progression of support for the argument. There are many possible structures to base your essay on, but you should make sure that the one you choose is appropriate for your paper.



Conclusion

Specific
< Revisit your thesis
“ Apply to your topic

< Extend beyond your topic

< Maybe a new point

General

In the conclusion, it is important to remind the reader of what your initial argument was. However, you are doing more than just restating your thesis. You are incorporating both your thesis and
support into a more holistic statement (“Know that I have told you... you can see that...”). You may choose to end your essay here, or you could extend beyond your topic and perhaps make a new
(relatively minor) point that was not raised elsewhere in your essay (though this can be risky).



