Prepositions

The preposition shows the relationship between its object (usually a noun or
pronoun) and another word in the sentence. Each preposition has many uses
that you will learn gradually as your familiarity with English increases. Below is a
guideline for using prepositions in expressions of time, place, and position.

» Us the preposition at for:

- a specific time of day at five o’clock
- a specific place at Alumni hall
- an address at 22 Acacia avenue

» Use the preposition in for:

- amonth or a year in Jan.; in 2002

- atime of day (general) in the morning

- aseason in the spring

- acity or a country in London; in Canada
- inside of a place in the house

- inside of something in the garbage pail

» Use the preposition on for:

- aday of the week, or a date on Monday / on June 1
- astreet on Richmond Street
- on top of something on the desk

Practice Exercise
Correct the errors in preposition use below.
1. The band refused to put a cover song in their new album.

2. My best friend is a student at the Music department in the University of
Western Ontario.

3. If that food is bad, you should throw it to the garbage.



4. Dave always puts his guitar to the guitar case after he has finished
playing.

5. The last time | was at Paris, | saw met two werewolves who lived in
Bourbon Street.

6. Edgar Allan Poe has had a big influence in me.

7. Steve travels to most of the gigs in the tour bus at 2001 because he is
afraid to get in a plane.

8. If | don’t hear from you, I'll call you at Friday.
9. Bruce and Adrian both live at England.

10. Nicko wanted to play golf on the summer, so he bought himself some new
clubs.

11. On five o’clock on the morning, they will take the prisoner to the gallows
pole.

12. Some people believe that a vampire lives at the house on 66 Sanguine
Street.

Answers

1. The band refused to put a cover song on their new album.

2. My best friend is a student in the Music department at the University of
Western Ontario.

3. If that food is bad, you should throw it in the garbage.

4. Dave always puts his guitar in the guitar case after he has finished
playing.

5. The last time | was in Paris, | saw met two werewolves who lived on
Bourbon Street.

6. Edgar Allan Poe has had a big influence on me.

7. Steve travels to most of the gigs on the tour bus at 2001 because he is
afraid to get on a plane.

8. If I don’t hear from you, I'll call you on Friday.



9. Bruce and Adrian both live in England.

10. Nicko wanted to play golf in the summer, so he bought himself some new
clubs.

11. At five o’clock in the morning, they will take the prisoner to the gallows
pole.

12. Some people believe that a vampire lives in the house at 66 Sanguine
Street.



