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The Semicolon

►Use semicolons to separate a series of items if the items are long, or if they contain 

    commas.

The following crewmembers were on the bridge:  James T. Kirk, captain of the Enterprise; Mr. Spock, first science officer; Mr. Sulu, helmsman; Mr. Scott, engineer; and Dr. McCoy, chief medical officer.

►Use a semicolon to connect two main clauses that contain closely related ideas.


The concert was brilliant; the crowd gave the band a standing ovation. 

►Use a semicolon to separate two main clauses joined with transitional phrases such as 

    on the other hand, as a result, in fact, or for example.


I said that I’d do it; I didn’t say when I’d do it.

►Use a semicolon to separate two main clauses joined with conjunctive adverbs such as 

    also, anyway, finally, hence, however, instead, next, therefore, and thus.


Nicko waited three hours for the bus; finally it came.


The drug study was inconclusive; hence, the company lost its bid to begin


producing the drug in pill form.

►Do not use a semicolon in place of a comma, a dash, or a colon.

Practice Exercise

Revise the following sentences by adding semi-colons where necessary.

1. The jaguar was travelling along the highway at great speed it failed to negotiate a turn.

2. Great minds think alike fools seldom differ.

3. At the staff party, all the men gathered in the den to watch the hockey game the women sat in the living room.

4. The meal consisted of the following: a garden salad with Italian dressing, a baked potato with sour cream and chives, New York strip steak, cooked to perfection, steamed carrots, broccoli, and cauliflower, and blueberry cheesecake for dessert.

5. When the Professor came down the hall, the students hid in the stairway they didn’t want to be seen.

6. The celebration was cancelled however when he discovered the cheque had been sent to the wrong address.

7. The woman started screaming at the sales clerk, security had her removed from the store.

8. Sid and Nancy just bought a new car consequently Nancy started looking for a second job.

Answers

1. The jaguar was travelling along the highway at great speed; it failed to negotiate a turn.

2. Great minds think alike; fools seldom differ.

3. At the staff party, all the men gathered in the den to watch the hockey game; the women sat in the living room.

4. The meal consisted of the following: a garden salad with Italian dressing; a baked potato with sour cream and chives; New York strip steak, cooked to perfection; steamed carrots, broccoli, and cauliflower; and blueberry cheesecake for dessert.

5. When the Professor came down the hall, the students hid in the stairway; they didn’t want to be seen.

6. The celebration was cancelled; however, it was re-scheduled for the following week.

7. The woman started screaming at the sales clerk; security had her removed from the store.

8. Sid and Nancy just bought a new car; consequently, Nancy started looking for a second job.

� Adapted from Put it in Writing, Alger Press pp. 116.





